
Building Stronger Minnesota Communities Through 
Animal Protection and Welfare Policies



ANIMAL FOLKS

• Animal cruelty research
• Animal law resource
• Civil and criminal justice 
• Legislative action 
• Outreach and education
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MN Companion Animal Board Bill 
• Learn more at: mncab.org

MN Office of Animal Protection Bill 
• Learn more at: mnoap.org

Two bills. One Goal: Stronger Systems for Animals
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Companion Animal Board (CAB) Bill 
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Problem: How government is structured

• No dedicated place in state government for 
pet-related issues and needs
- current: livestock production under DOA
- current: wildlife management under DNR 
- current: dangerous animal disease under BAH
 

• Excessive demand placed on nonprofits to 
provide care for pets and people without 
state support, coordination, or assistance
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Pet Care sector: Growing needs and issues

Examples:
• Statewide spay and neuter services
• Access to affordable veterinary care
• Assistance for animal shelters/rescues
• Animal care for the elderly and disabled
• Statewide pet food banks
• Feral and community cat programs
• Assistance to local governments for pet 

issues
• Irresponsible pet breeding
• Regulatory oversight of companion 
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Solution: Companion Animal Board (CAB)

• Establish a state board dedicated to the 
needs of companion animals (pets) and the pet 
care sector

• Governed and staffed by those with expertise 
and experience with pet welfare  

• Understand human-animal bond: pets + 
people
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CAB: 3 Primary Duties

1. Services and Resources – help define, lead, and coordinate resources
 Examples: statewide spay and neuter services; financial assistance (grants)

2. Communications and Education – communication hub for pet care and 
pet issues statewide; advisors on pet issues. Example: Promote responsible 
pet care

3. Regulatory authority – oversee current and future pet-related regulatory 
laws. Includes dog and cat breeder and kennel and dealer law.
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Statewide support

• Over 7,900 Minnesotans have 
signed petitions in support, 
representing all MN districts

 
• 37 organizations are in support, 

including animal shelters, animal 
rescues, health and social services, 
and multiple veterinarians 
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CAB: Status

2026 Last Session
o In Senate: bill referred to Agriculture 

committee
o In House: bill referred to State and Local 

Government committee

2027 Upcoming Session
o Bill will be reintroduced in both the 

Senate and House
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Office of Animal Protection (OAP) Bill 
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Scope: Criminal Law – all species

• Minn. Statutes Chapter 343: Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
• Section 343.20, subd. 2: Animal means “every living creature except

members of the human race.”
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Problem and key findings

Research has found:
• Lack of oversight and guidance for 

enforcement
• Lack of assistance and expertise in animal 

cruelty law
• Lack of training and standards across 

disciplines
• Lack of crime data and centralized reporting 

procedures
• Lack of resources to support communities 

and animal seizure 
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THE LINK: Animal Cruelty – Human Violence

• Animal cruelty is linked to violence against 
humans including domestic violence, child 
abuse, elder abuse, sexual abuse

• Abusers target the most vulnerable in a 
household to threaten others

• Authorities must be educated about THE 
LINK
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Solution: Office of Animal Protection

• Creation of Minnesota Office of Animal Protection 

• Housed under Bureau of Criminal Apprehension under MN 
Department of Public Safety - experts in criminal law

• Build protection of animals and people
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Approach: Multi-disciplinary

Office will provide:

• Assistance and expertise across multiple disciplines: 

law enforcement, prosecutors, veterinary forensics, 

animal care, and human welfare providers

• Uniform protocols and training for authorities

• Funding and shared resources

• Community engagement for prevention
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Statewide support

• Over 9,125 Minnesotans have signed on in 
support, representing all districts

 
• Multiple supporters across related fields 

including law enforcement, prosecution, 
human services, veterinary science 
(forensics), and animal care
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OAP: Status

2026 Last Session 
o In Senate: bill heard in the Judiciary 

committee in late March and passed 
committee

o In House: bill referred to Public Safety 
committee

  2027 Upcoming Session
o Bill will be reintroduced in both the Senate 

and House
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Join us! Contact Animal Folks to help.

Learn more at websites:
Office of Animal Protection: mnoap.org / Companion Animal Board: mncab.org

Contact Animal Folks at: 
Ann Olson ann@animalfolks.org / Megan Helling mhelling@animalfolks.org

https://www.mnoap.org/
https://www.mncab.org/
mailto:ann@animalfolks.org
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