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August 2025 

Sept. 13, 10 a.m.ɀ 2 p.m.  

Wilson Park, St. Cloud 

Help us raise money for the animals! 
 
A pet-friendly walk * A bouncy house * Food and drinks 

Live tunes from the era * Doggie demos * Games for kids 

Reptile booth * Vendors and exhibitors  * And much more!  

Register by Aug. 25 to get your exclusive Woofstock shirt! 

Get the details on PAGES 6-7    Get your pledge sheet on PAGE 8  
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We believe in the human-animal 
bond and exist to support  
the animals and people of  

Central Minnesota by practicing 
and promoting quality animal care, 
oϜering compassionate customer 
service, and providing humane 

education. 
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MBAH Kennel License # MN140200 
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TCHS Shelter Hours:  

12-6 p.m. Monday through Friday 
12-5 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays 

Closed on holidays. 

For PetsɅ Sake Thrift Hours:  

12-6 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays 
12-5 p.m. Saturdays 
Closed on holidays. 

 

Stay connected with TCHS on Facebook, 
ϥnstagram, and Linkedϥn! 

 

Letter from the Executive Director 

Marit Ortega  

 
320-371-0871 (direct) 

ed@tricountyhumanesociety.org 

For the animals, and the people who love them,  

Dear Friends,  

Our biggest community event of the year is coming up on September 13th. 

The 37th Annual Woofstock Companion Walk will bring people of all ages and 

pets of all sizes together to celebrate the human-animal bond. ϥ hope you will 

join us if you are able!  

Of the nearly 22 years that ϥɅve been employed at TCHS, ϥɅve made it to 

almost as many Companion Walks, and ϥ can honestly say it is one of my 

favorite events in the City of St. Cloud. With hundreds of pets and people 

parading through the neighborhood around Wilson Park, many dressed in 

their grooviest attire in preparation for the costume contests, it has 

become such a sight that people who live on our walk route set out lawn 

chairs to watch the spectacle!  

Back at the park, music ɲlls the air, this year provided live by the talented 

musician Merritt Bussiere who will treat us with songs from the Ʌ60s and Ʌ70s. 

Volunteers happily serve lunch and cold drinks while dozens of vendors and 

exhibitors share their love for animals with event goers. The TCHS team even 

has a tent set up where people can get their pets microchipped.  

This year, weɅre excited to bring back demos, with a canine search and rescue 

team lined up to share what they do and how they do it, and other demos in 

the works. The fun doesnɅt stop 

there, though. WeɅll have lots of 

games and activities for kids and 

pets. Granite City Jump will even 

be coming with a bouncy house 

for kids!  

Of course, the main reason for 

coming together and throwing 

this big party in the park is to 

raise funds for the 5,000-plus 

animals who come through the 

shelter each year. Whether you 

can attend Woofstock or not, we 

hope you will assist us in this vital fundraiser for the animals. TCHS does not 

receive any federal funding, and very minimal grant funding. ϥn fact, 

approximately 50 percent of our $2 million annual budget comes from 

donations from people like you, and fundraising events like our Companion 

Walk. Our work for animals is a massive grassroots eϜort; we wouldnɅt be 

able to do what we do for animals without the generous support we receive 

from our community!   

You will ɲnd a pledge form on Page 8. We hope you will do your best to ɲll it 

with donations from friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers. ϥf youɅre able 

to join us on September 13th, consider creating a team to walk with you ɀ the 

more the merrier! ϥ canɅt think of a better way to spend the day than with a 

park full of friends and pets, coming together for a good cause. See you 

there! 
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Our Wish List Shop at TCHS 

 

Amazon Wish List 

Please 

scan the 

QR code  

to check 

out our  

shopping 

wish list!  

 

Rc\if tjp ajm ocdifdib ja pn+ ]po r` ^\iÑo \^^`ko --- 

¶ Pet food not in its original  

packaging  

¶ ϥtems unrelated to pets, 

including clothing, furniture, 

and household things 

¶ Newspaper 

¶ Heavy blankets/comforters,  

towels, pillows  

¶ Anything broken or missing 

parts 

Special  TCHS Request  

 

Spoil your pet without breaking  

your budget by shopping at TCHSɅ 

For PetsɅ Sake Thrift store! The 

shop carries a wide variety of 

gently used (or, in some cases, 

new) pet-related accessories. The 

store is located in the building 

next to our shelter. 

For PetsɅ Sake Thrift hours: 

Thursdays, 12-6 p.m. 

Fridays, 12-6 p.m. 

Saturdays, 12-5 p.m.  

Closed on holidays. 

 

For the Animals 

Clay cat litter (non-clumping preferred)  

Meat-flavored baby food 

Kitten milk replacer 

Easy Cheese  

Peanut butter (xylitol-free)  

Churu Ɉsqueeze treatsɉ 

High-quality sensitive stomach food  

for cats and dogs (preferred brands  

include Purina, HillɅs Science  

Diet, Royal Canin) 

Feliway for cats: sprays, diffuser refills 

Adaptil for dogs: sprays, diffuser refills 

For the Shelter 

Gift cards to local businesses for pet/
office/shelter supplies 

Dish gloves and sponges 

Liquid hand soap 

Kleenex/facial tissue  

Bleach (unopened bottles)  

Distilled water (in gallons) 

70 percent isopropyl alcohol  

Live traps   

White bedsheets  

Cat scratchers from 
StretchandScratch.com  

For the Office 

White copy paper 

Colored copy paper 

Sheets for a Scotch laminator  

Forever postage stamps  

Volunteer Needs 

Shelter animal care volunteers (We 
especially need help on weekends!) 
Computer-savvy volunteers who can 
help us with data entry projects  

Shelter greeters 

Note: Foster/volunteer applications can be found at 
www.tricountyhumanesociety.org, or paper  
applications are available at the shelter.  

 

Tri-County Humane Society has a 
computer conundrum: Our 
computers are so old they soon 
wonɅt be able to run the updated 
version of Microsoft Windows. To 
fully upgrade our tech, we need 
13 desktop computers and seven 
laptop computers. We are open 
to various ways  to accomplish 
this, including donations of 
refurbished computers that meet 
our needs, leasing computers, or 
accepting financial donations to 
help fund the cost of this project. 
Please contact Executive Director 
Marit Ortega at  (320) 371-0871 or 
ed@tricountyhumanesociety.org 
to discuss options.  

Bust Pet Boredom with 

SodaPup Enrichment Tools! 

Tri-County Humane SocietyɅs Re-Tail 

Shoppe carries SodaPup products, 

including chew toys, lick mats for 

cats, and slow feeder dog bowls. 

These American-made products can 

stand up to tough chewers and help 

engage petsɅ brains. And one of the 

best parts about shopping with 

TCHS is that all the proɲts go back 

to our shelter! So, save your shoes 

and furniture, and try out the 

SodaPup line! 

http://www.tricountyhumane
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On a recent guided 

cave hike, my family 

was blessed to see a 

colony of TownsendɅs 

big-eared bats. ϥt was 

thrilling, and they had 

adorable huge ears! 

Fortunately, that was 

the only feature we 

could easily see. Why? 

We were a safe 

distance away, 

ensuring no contact 

with the bats and 

allowing the bats 

freedom from human 

disruption.   

You may have recently 

heard there was a bat 

in St. Cloud that tested 

positive for the rabies 

virus, which is an 

important reminder 

that rabies is present 

in our community.  

Rabies is a deadly 

brain disease passed 

through animal bites.  

Bats can carry the 

rabies virus and are 

the most common 

type of animal to pass 

the virus to humans.  

The good news is we 

can help prevent 

rabies by vaccinating 

our pets and following 

a few key wildlife 

safety tips.   

Are all bats 

dangerous?  

Not all bats have 

rabies.  Less than 4 

percent of bats 

submitted for rabies 

testing in Minnesota 

tested positive for 

rabies between 2003-

2023. The risk is low, 

but not zero. The 

trouble comes when 

bats and humans 

interact, knowing that 

rabies is a deadly 

virus.  

Bat activity increases 

in late summer, which 

increases your risk of 

encountering a bat. 

They are usually active 

at night and avoid 

people. Signs a bat 

may not be healthy 

include being active 

during the day, being 

found in unusual 

places such as homes 

or on the ground, or if 

they canɅt ɳy.  

Never approach or 

touch a bat. Children 

are often curious and 

interested in wildlife. 

Make sure to teach 

them the importance 

of avoiding all contact 

with wild or unfamiliar 

animals. Also, teach 

kids to tell a trusted 

adult right away if they 

do encounter a wild 

animal, including bats.  

Why should ϥ 

vaccinate my pet for 

rabies if they never 

go outside and/or we 

live in the city?  

Bats can enter your 

home, even within city 

limits, and potentially 

expose other animals 

to rabies. The best 

protection for your 

beloved pets is to keep 

all dogs, cats, and 

ferrets up to date on 

rabies vaccination.  

Vaccines are also 

available for horses, 

cattle, and sheep.  

What should ϥ do if 

there is a bat in my 

house? 

Bat teeth are very tiny, 

and bats can bite 

without you noticing. ϥf 

there is any chance 

that someone had 

physical contact with a 

bat, the bat should be 

safely captured and 

tested for rabies. This 

includes ɲnding a bat 

in a childɅs room or 

waking up to ɲnd a bat 

in the bedroom where 

you were sleeping.   

ϥf you know someone 

was bitten by the bat, 

wash the bite with 

soap and water and 

contact your doctor 

immediately. Also 

contact the Minnesota 

Department of Health 

at 651-201-5414 for 

guidance.  

For more information, 

check out the 

following link on the 

Minnesota 

Department of Health 

website, 

www.health.state. 

mn.us/rabies 

This page includes 

useful information 

including the ɈWe 

Found a Bat! 

Flowchartɉ and ɈHow 

to Properly Catch a Bat 

for Rabies Testing.ɉ 

Can ϥ bat-proof  

my home? 

Bats can ɲt through 

openings as small as ¼ 

inch, so any openings 

to the outside larger 

than a dime should be 

sealed. Bat-prooɲng 

can be done any time, 

but the easiest time to 

bat-proof your home 

is fall or winter. For 

more information on 

bat-prooɲng, see the 

Centers for Disease 

Control and 

PreventionɅs website: 

www.cdc.gov/rabies/

prevention/bats.html 

Bats Ɏ friends or 

fearsome creatures? 

Overall, bats help 

control insects and are 

an important part of 

our local ecosystem.  ϥ 

love seeing bats 

swoop in my yard at 

night, knowing they 

are ɲlling up their 

bellies with pesky 

mosquitos.  

But as helpful as they 

may be, safety must 

be followed around 

bats and all wildlife. 

Keep your distance 

and vaccinate your 

pets against rabies.  ϥf 

you encounter a bat in 

your home, take safety 

precautions to protect 

your family and pets. 

Bats are our mosquito-

eating friends, but 

they should be 

appreciated from afar!  

Dr. Deanna Quade is 

TCHSɅ main veterinarian 

and is making her debut 

for The Scoop.  

By Dr. Deanna Quade, 

DVM 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/rabies
http://www.health.state.mn.us/rabies
https://www.cdc.gov/rabies/prevention/bats.html
https://www.cdc.gov/rabies/prevention/bats.html
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NEW AROUND THE SHELTER  

TCHS Announces Hires 
Tri-County Humane Society recently 

promoted Kenzie Allen to Customer 

Service Lead. Kenzie has been 

working with TCHS for almost three 

years in the customer service and 

animal care departments.  

Veterinary technician Paige Cottrell 

recently joined TCHS as part of our 

animal care department.  Paige was a tech intern for TCHS last summer.  

Kenzie Allen Paige Cottrell  

TCHS Hosts 1st B- Day Party 

Tri-County Humane Society would 

like to thank Sophia (above) for  

celebrating her 7th birthday with us 

in July! TCHS recently reintroduced 

kidsɅ birthday parties after a break 

during the start of COVϥD. 

About the parties: 

* For children 5 and older 

* Maximum of 10 kids/4 adults 

* 90-minute party that includes  

animal meet-and-greet 

* Deposit is $75 and is  

nonrefundable but transferrable. 

Additional cost of $10 per child.  

Tri-County Humane SocietyɅs website has a new look! We want to thank 

Jon Ruprecht of Sprout Websites for his hard work. Check it out at  

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org 
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Get ready 
to walk! 
Saturday, Sept. 13th 

10 a.m.-2 p.m.  

Wilson Park, St. Cloud 

Registration opens 
at 10 a.m.; the walk 
starts promptly 
at 11:30 a.m.!  

First, Make Sure to Register Online ! 
The only way to get the exclusive 

Woofstock 2025 T-shirt is to 

register! Registration is $35, and 

with it youɅll also receive a TCHS 

water bottle sticker and $10 in 

tickets to our food stand. 

Registration closes Aug. 25! 

Registration is not required to walk or fundraise. 

Register by scanning the above QR code or at 

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org/walk  

Second, Raise Money (And Get a Chance to Win Prizes)! 
Set up a Woofstock fundraiser via Facebook or GiveMN.org and collect donations (please help us out by putting ɈTCHS 

walkɉ or ɈWoofstockɉ in the title), and use our pledge sheet on Page 8 to collect cash and checks from every animal lover 

you know. The top three fundraisers will each receive a prize, and anyone raising more than $300 will be entered 

into a drawing to receive the grand prize of a scenic plane ride, courtesy of St. Cloud Aviation!   
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And Last, But Not Least, Attend the Walk! 
The dayɅs events will  

include vendors and  

exhibitors, a bouncy house 

for kids, games for pups, 

live music, food, doggie  

demos, reptile booth, and, 

of course, a pet-friendly 

walk. (ϥtɅs less than 2 miles!) 

See the full schedule on 

our walkɅs web page! 

Be a Vendor/Exhibitor! 
Let us help you promote your business, 

specially if it pertains to pets! Hundreds of 

visitors browse the vendor and exhibitor 

tables from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Draw people 

and pets to your booth with activities, 

games, or on-site sales.  

Booths are a 10Ʌx10Ʌ outdoor space. Please bring your 

own tent, table, and chairs. This is a rain or shine event. 

Be a Sponsor! 
Being a TCHS event 

sponsor comes with 

perks! Talk to TCHS  

Development Manager 

Brianna Reinke about sponsorship and 

vendor/exhibitor opportunities. Call  

her at 320-371-0735, or email her at 

events@tricountyhumanesociety.org. 

 

Thank You To Our Early Event Sponsors! 

Honor a pet or person 

who cannot attend the 

Companion Walk by  

including their name on 

our Flag of Friends! Make 

a donation with the 

envelope in this 

newsletter, or stop by our 

front desk to ɲll out a  

ribbon. The Flag of 

Friends leads our walk! 
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J`oÑn Edq` \ Npmm \i_ \ U\b ja oc` R\dg Rj --- 
All our Virtual Kitten 
Shower donors. Also, 
thank you to Nothing 
Bundt Cakes for 
selling cakes during a 
day of the event and 
donating a portion of 
the proɲts.   

Pantown Brewing 
Company for making 
TCHS a beneɲciary of 
its Beeranthropy and 
Dog Days events.  

Organizers of the 
Disc N Dogs event 
who collected money 
and wish list items for 
TCHS. 

Happy Paws Bakery 
for donating treats to 
our dogs. 

St. Cloud Rox and 
Granite City Pet 
Hospital for donating 
to us from Bark in the 
Park. 

Crumbl Cookies for 
often donating cookies 
to our staϜ Ɂ itɅs an 
instant pick-me-up! 

St. Cloud Financial 
Credit Union for 
picking us as a  
beneɲciary of the 
RelaxinɅ for a Reason 
fundraiser. 

Dilapidated Distro for  
ɈSongs for Second 
Chances.ɉ Local bands 
lent their talents to the 
project, and the proɲts 
beneɲtted TCHS.  

Miss Sauk Rapids 
Kylee Greener and 
Sauk Rapids Princess 
Ally Lucas for making 
packages for the 
animals as part of a 
service project.  

Marcus Parkwood 
Cinema for inviting us 
to have a table during 
the premiere of ɈLilo & 
Stitch.ɉ  

Justin Schmidt of 
Your Home 
ϥmprovement 
Company for raising 
money for usɁin 
exchange, he got 
several pies thrown in 
his face! 

Ella Boehmer for 
creating signs for our 
volunteer celebration 
and to use in area 
parades. 

North Risk Partners 
for hosting a Ɉbring 
your dog to workɉ day 
and donating the 
proɲts to us. 

Volunteer Mark 
Schmidt, along with 
helpers, for getting our 
yard into shape. He 
also brought us a  
bench and has long 
helped us replace/
keep our trees healthy. 
We appreciate all his 
eϜorts to make our 
property beautiful! 

Menards for hosting a 
donation drive for us. 

7 West Taphouse for 
hosting a patio party in 
honor of TCHS after 
the Granite City Days 
parade.  

TCHS Thanks Fosters and Volunteers at Annual Celebration 
About 75 people attended our annual Volunteer Appreciation Party on 

June 5 at the Sauk Rapids Community Center. ϥt was a wonderful chance to 

thank the people who help make TCHSɅ successes possible! We handed out 

the following awards that evening:  

Above and Beyond Volunteer: Diane Dold 

Adult Volunteer: Miranda Gilbert 

Junior Volunteer: Jaelyn Olson 

Dedication Awards: Adam Justin and Megan Gonrowski 

TCHS Newcomer of the Year: Allie Scott 

Dog Walker: Jess Eggert 

Photographer: Colleen Harrison 

Surgery Volunteer: Julie Morgan 

Oʛce Volunteer: Alyssa Freichels 

Dynamic Duo Award: Christina and Zoey Evje 

Compassion Award: Jan Stanley 

Special Events Volunteer: Raylene Johnson  

Cat Foster of the Year: Marie Gertken 

Dog Foster of the Year: Andrea Statz 

Newbie Foster of the Year: Kayla Syverson 


